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The special meeting or tbe Chamber of Commerce
which was held last evening in steinway Hall "to
hear the report of the Committee on Revenue Re-
form as to the action recently taken by them in

Washington," was indeed a special meeting In
more ways than one. Special technically, accordingto the call issued lor it. It was also special In
that It was one of the largest meetings of 'solid
men" that have been held in this city for years.
The entire body 01 the hail was tilled, with the exceptionof the last two rows or chairs, with membersof tbe Chamber not only, but with importer s

wno are not members, and merchants generally,who have an interest as strong, though
It may be not so direct, as that which
the importers have In seeing tbe Infamous moiety
system speedily destroyed. On tne platform
were Georgo updyke, Vice President Chamber
of Commerce; A. A. Low, J. 8. Hchultz, S. B.
Chittenden, Cyrus W, Field, George W. Lane,
William N. Fogg, William M. Vermilye, Leopold
Blerwirth, Joseph fecllgtuan, J. A. Stevens, Jr.;
James M. Constable, 8. H. Haggles, Ambrose
Snow, I). C. Bobbins, Joseph Stuart, Joseph
Clioate, Gnstave Schwab, Oliver Iloyt, Jonathan
Sturges, L. E. Chillender, Samuel Sloan, M, K.
Jescp, James S. T. stranahan, James. 111. Brown,
William F. Lee, William C. Stnarr, William J.
Peuke, Cliarlcs Mull, Elliot C. Cowdln, Charles E.
Beebe and J. N. Pnelps.
Alter Mr. Opdyke bad formally opened the proceedingsMr. Joseph A. Cho to was introduced.

His speech was listened to witn rapt attention.
His sarcastic uliusions to the percentages enjoyed
by the United Stutes District Attorney, the Nava^
Officer and the Collector, and to the lact that
they were "great distorters of the legal mind,"
and that there had been lound a man, to use Lord
Chuthaiu's words, "of sufficient proilUacy" to
a gue that the law of 1363 authorized the seizure
of merchants' books and papers was con titutioual,
creuted a great deal oi inemiueiit. His telling hits
at the expense of the Custom House officers who,
lu conjunction with "a leading depredator upon
the pockets of New York merchants," had the
luminous law approved by the Secretary of the
Treasury; lus denunciation ot the sp> system us an
In.amy and his assertion that tlio only way to
amend the law was to abolish It altogether and
"put nothing iu its place" were loudly applauded.IDs respects to Jayue und "men
worthy or his name' were paid in u vein or biting
sarcasm that brought dow n ihe house. Wbeu lie
lirsi ment oned his nauiu the whole meeting broke
out luto hi sen, showing (juite plainly that Jayne,
"the great imperial intortner," as Mr. (Jhoato
called him, w ill by no means here&itcr be cunsideredeither us the general delight or as the particularloy forever oi the mercantile community.
i Hi: rprcciii:.- mat luuunrcu nriu nil uiuiuui u i

luctB and ligures reluuve to tiio rcigu or terror
winch llie Importers nave bo long labored under,
and i hough they, uo doubt, were unable to give i heir
hearers, Importers ti.cniHclves, anything uew ia
the matter of the extortions BuifuruU by the mer-
chauiB by reason 01 the mode iu which the law of
18W is enlorced, the speeehes eertalnlv served to
wake up the merchants to the lact that they had
certain rights which even the government had to
respect.
As an expression of tho general sentiment of the

merchants ot this city as to the lmumy of the law,
w ich places them virtually at the mercy of spies
and miormors, the meeting was iu point of
numbers, tntluence and entnusiam a decided success;and it is highly probable, when the special
committee's report uuu the proceedings 01 the
meettug are read at Washington that the stand
the importers nave openly taken, as evinced at the
meeting, will have no small influence upon Congressin its proposed legislation for "ilevenue lie-
lorm."
The meeting was opened by Mr. George Opdylte,

wno said that tills is a special meeting of the
Chainoer ol Commerce, with wBom were associated
many mercantile irieuds invited to hear tne report
ot the commute" of the Chamber on levenne reform,and to appoint a committee to visit Washington,and, in co-operation with committees Irom
otuer Chambers ol Commerce, to nrgo upon Congressthe necessity ol adopting some radical
change in the law relating to the collection ol customs.He said, in couclnsion, that the
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would be read by Mr. John Austin tttevens. Tho
icport is as lollows:.
The special committee to which the Chamber of Commercelniru-tcn ihe presentation to Congress ol lis reso-

lulions on revinue reform roped tubv report that ill
otinln nue to iu instructions. and having Joined to themselvesable counsel, they proceeded to Wu.-h nig on on
Hie itStn uay ol curuary. They were there met by a
dclcguiuii irom Boston, also uadsted by counsel. A joint
plan of action was agree upon and tne presentation ot
Hie subiect allotted. In response to rcipiest ot tin; cummiitoeol Ways unit Mean-, through its chairman, tney
appeared betoro that body ou the mot mug ol the 17ih,
wneii, uiter short coiisuitanoii. during which Mr. liuwes,
th. chitiruiun, stated his inutility to be present on accountol argent private business ut Massachusetts, the
hearing vv a- postponed unill the Ski of March. This arrangementwas cpiile in conlormttv with the vie ws of
your delegation, pending tho pruning of the report of
the secretary ol the 'licasury upuil the hues ami forfeituresthe last lour years.

the chamber us well us the publtc at largo remember
that Mibseijuciit 11 this adioti.niuont a special agent of
the treasury uppeared betore the Committee ot Ways
mid .vicuna and Indulged in violent personal attacks
upon mcrcliuuts who had suffered lrom the law uiid lit
drin inn lory aspersions oi the mercantile cla-s at large.
It is nut uc\a sary here to dwell upon this subjOcl nor to
give.oil a.i undue importance. An allusion Is only
made to bring out clearly the reason why an application
to lue Couimitvee ol Ways uud Means lor a change 111
the revenue system In part drifted Into a personal controversybetween the lnlornier and his victims. The
personal clement having however, been introduced into
the cotairovernr. it was clearly the Judgment ot your
couiiuitti e.a judgment concurred iu ny the committees
of other cities.thut it should be disposed ol beiore tlio
presentation ot the resolutions with which we were
charged by yourselves. W hen at last our Hearing was
had there were present the committees ot Boston. ThiU-
oelphiu, Baltimore and irom the Natl ual Bcara ot Trade,
The case for the inerchanis was opened by the counsel
ot the i osion delegation in an able argument tor the repealol the moiety system, showing Its demoralizing
tendencies and its uuioriuuate Influence In alienating
the am otions ot the merchants from the government.
Iu tins view (lie counsel was supported by the gentlemen
Irom Hi Boston Board ol trade, who each in turn addressedthe committee, und were examined In detail by
i's members.
This brunch ot the subiect disposed of, your delegation

were ended U| ou, and In their turn submitted through
counsel argument- upon the unconstitutionality of tho
seizure ol books utnl papers and the general hardships of
the law, with copious illustrations irom cases within
tlielr personal practice. The various members of your
delegation were also heard and examined iu detail, and
at the close the gentlemen from Philadelphia anil Baltimoreand (lie representative of the National Hoard gave
their testimony In Hie same direction, und sustained the
demand for a radical change in tho system.
Alter caieiut comparison ol views the delegation had

agreed 10 conftno themselves to a demand for live
changes in the law. A copy of the primed lorm which
they submitted to tne Ways and Meutis Committee is ap-
I'CIIUC'U M> 111 in irpurv. nil- |>IOUV*r« tintuum iu»nn,

lir*i, <>l a repeal ol the law authorizing the seizure 01
hooks and papers. Second, of thai giving nioitles to Intorinersand others. third, to limit actions to recover
penalties and torieltures on the part ot the government
to two yeurs. fourth, to limit all forfeiture* to the Items
ot an Involve til which there Is fraud. Fifth, to render
the payment of duties conclusive upon all parties in abacnaoot Iraud.
Tlte arguments brought forward in support of the

various change* are too familiar to the uiercauiile communityto need any lengthy repetition ho.o. The embarrassmentcreated to merchuuts by tlic seizure and do
teniton ol their hooks, arresting their business, injuring
their ere lit, without, ill rase* ol Innocence, either re

Irc.-sor reparation, is well known. Not so the generat
low standard ol official character into whteh the Custom
Mouse seems to have talleu.a demoralization marked
and widespread enough to excite the comment aud couteuipteven of the informers who nroilted by it
With regard to the system ol moieties, it la certain

that there is no compensation in the amount of revenue
saved to the government lor the general temptation to
)>errait iraud a* a source ol uroilt to official* und Informers.For it is certain that tile interest of each of these
classes is rather promoted hy a loose administration of
the Custom House than by a severe and strict supervisionol tlto minor officials, which would wholly
prevent any Iniringment of the laws. it
' worthy ot remark that a very large proportion
of the cases ol traud brought to the notice of tho
Congressional Committee by the Special Agent, were of
collusion between the importer and some Custom House
official.either measurer, weigher, gnugur or liquidatingclerk, such Irttuds us these deserve and should receivesevere punishment; but is mere any sufficient
reason why on exceptional law should bo made for that
punishment, which lulls within the penal coder Practically,as admitted bv tlto District Attorney In his testimony,the fraudulent merchant is fined in large sums,
while the guilty official lias iu no Instance ot late been
brought to justice, or oven threatened with suit; and it Is
thriller charged by roventie agents thcm-elres that, althoughcomplained ol, they still retain tbeir positions
Nurelv no stronger proof ol the evil working of the
moiety law need be given. The request to limit actions
ror penalties and lorlciturrs to a period of two vonrs is
certainly moderate. 'I he present law admits of suits
brought by the government at any time within ttvo
years This Is msnliestly unjust. Mvcu two years is an
exiruordlnary period.

All ol the committees laid great stress upon the limitationof forfeitures to the specific items In which fraud or
undervaluation aro proven, and naked that the taint
should not reach the whole Invoice. Perhaps no part of
the investigation aroused more Interest una diversity ol
ooluion than this, and from this very diversity there
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grew a disposition on the part of merabcra of U>« Way*
and Mean* Committor, without reiereuce to preconceivedopinion* a* to tree trade or protection, to *o
amend the tariff law* a a, without affeuting this quoetion,to ubstiiute specific tor ad valorem autiea whereverpossible, and to provide a more simple claaaiflcation
of dutiable article*, it U certainly lor the intercut of the
merchant, a* well a* ol the government, hat the diatinctionbutweeu Iraudulent iniarepreaeniattoo and undervaluation.',perhapa accidental, »hould be plainly
drawn, and the moat practical way 01 e-tablUhlug *ucL
distinction seem* to he to render the ayatein ot valuation
ro aimpie by change* in the classification and by ratalng
the standard of the Appraiaing Department aa
to leave tPe final aattleinent of duty to
be levied entirely in Ua hand*. Meanwhile,
until the law inay be radically changed in
ihl* direction, the alteration* demanded are
ncreiiiarv, and not unreasonable. The pub ic are familiarwith the recent grope caaes. In which million* ot
dollars have been made liable for irregularities by wblcb
the government onlv etsnuen u> nave suite red dew age in
the Mutu ol u lew hundreds. rhey need nut be lurtber referredto. Lastly, the payment of duties to be conclusive
on ad parties tn absence of fraud. There can be no
asictylu business on any other principle. Bankers will
refuse their credit upon bill* of lading u there cannot be
a day of final settlement; and merchants cannot safely
render their accounts if the government la to retain U>e
right of perpetual revision.
dour committee were not charged with the defence of

any private interest*. in this retard they only confined
themselves to the request which the sense of justice ol the
Committee of Wavs and Means rendered it necessary to
urge, that each and overy person assailed by name should
have an opportunity of Ming heard in his defence.
Though interested and gratified with the complete and
triumphant delence ot the great bouse of whleh the honoredPresident of the Chamber is a member, they did not
feel it their duty to take any part therein, and the subject
Is only here alluded to that they may bear litis just wltne-s:o the thoroughness of their vindication.
Tour committee are glad to believe that their efforts

have not been in vain, and that from the preseut move
men! great permanent good Is to result Luring the long
Investigation before the Ways and Menus Committee
they were gratified bevond measure at the constant, unwaveringand pa lent attention shown by every member
of this important body. Luring sessions occupying severalhours ot tho dav and of evening, ana covering
nearly two weens, at a period when the current bustne-solthe House of Keprcsentatives demanded careful
attention, each and every member gave the same unweariedhearing, and their many and pertinent queries
as to matters ol detail in the revenue laws showed then
general resolve to master fne subject and provide such
legislation as shall redress the grievances complained ol
witlle not neglecting the aaieiy oi the revenue. Por the
many Instances ot personal kindness and courtesv on the
part ot the officers an I members your committee'will be
ever grntelul. .Not the least pleasiug part ol this experiencewas tho entire freedom troui political or partisan
leeling in the course of the investigation. All seemed
animated by the sumo laudable motive.the prosperity
and cood of the country.

in conclusion your committee beg to ask yoqr approvalof the definite changes sought by them, supportedbv which they purpose to continue their efforts tc
obtain the relief so long ami putieutLy waited tor. All
of vt liicli is respectfully submitted. Kor tho comiulitee,JOHN AUSTIN STRVENB, Jr.
Resolved, That the Chamber of Commerce, and the

merchants of New York in concert with them, wholly
and heartily approve and ondorso tho chautco* In the
revenue laws asked lor bv the representatives ot the
mercantile Interest* ol the (treat commercial cities, aud
earnestly urge upon the Ways and Means Committee ol
tho House of Representatives to reports bill in con
lormlty thereto, without unnecessary delay.

'l'ho above report and resolution was then pnt tt
the meeting by the Chairman (Mr. Optlyite) and
were unanimously adopted.

HrBKClI OP JOSRPH H. CHOATB.
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen.It seems wher

we see that the Chamber ol Commerce, th<
recognized reprcsentutlves of the commercial in
tercsts ol New York, has taken the mutter in handhavevolunteered their service.* and pledged them
selves to cgrry it out, to carry the war lnt<
Africa, as we are assured they arc determined t<
do by this report which we have Just heard readittlius seems that the reign of terror undei
which the merchants or tue country have sc
long suffered and to which some or th<
strongest and most honest merchants hav<
succumbed, is near Its end, and that the chaini
wn ch have bound them under unjust laws ar<
about to be broken. (Applause.) And. for one o
auotlier profession, I must say that the mercnunti
are to be warmly congratulated on the presen1
aspect 01 ailairs. And one who has looked quletlj
ou lor the lust ten years, since tne passage ot tlx
noted law ol lsG3, and seen how it has been per
verted to a weapon of destruction to the bouesi
Importer and unoffending merchant, cannot bu
oxprt-sa gratihoatton ami priue that at last the
merchants oi this great city have been roused to t
sense oi their danger and taken their vindi
cation in their own hands. It must la
said, however, that the importers and tin
merchants have, to a great extenr, themselves t<
thank lor the oppression with wnioh they liavt
been luiasseil uud the tyraun.v exercised ovei
them. Hie merchants seem to have awakened t(
a knowledge oi their lights, and now knowing ar<
determined to maintain them. (Applause.) It h
true as regards them as iu the political sense
"that they who would bo iree themselves urns
Strike the blow," (Applause.) The matter is now
in their own hands, and ttie grievances tuey havt
so long suttered under will vanish like mist be on
the inoruing sun the moment they have made n{
their minus to state them and to resist the op
prtsslou which imposes on them these grievances
The merchants want, above all tnings, to be placet
in such an attitude before the law that they cat
understand their rights and dunes under the law,
and thus to be abie to take care ol themselves:
that the extraordiuurv motives lor extortion ant)
corruption that has been placed in the huudsot ra
pacmus odlcers and more rapacious and corrupt in
lonners shall be stricken out oi the law. (Applause.]
The great evil that lies at the bottom oi all this n
in tue ad valorem, instead 01 the specific, system o
duties. The greatevil which the Chamber of Com
mcrce is likely to strike with one lull swoop is th<
iniquitous moiety system by wblch these extraor
binary Inducements.too great, iu tact, tor humai
nature to resist.are held out for injustice and op
presslon. Vou ail know to what I reier. The law
by which in every cuae of forfeiture only oue-lia!
goes to the delruudcd government and the othe

otlii-r hair goes among certain revenue office ri
who are supposed to be charged with the protec
tiou of the government and the collection of th<
honest duties ol the government. i now come n
the great engine ot oppression which the law o.
Congress has placed In the hands ot revenue officersand imormers.1 refer to the well known ac
ot jsin, piovidiug lor the examination or thi
hooks and papers of the merchants wlion
the revenuo officers and intormers may tie
sire or pretend to suspect of frauds. I be
lieve that the merchants generally ana the Cham
her of commerce oi this city demand that this lav
snail be stricken from the statute book and nothlm
oi the kind ever again put In Its place. (Applause.)
You all remember what the famous Cord Chatham
said ubont the great maxim of Eugllsh liberty.
that every man's nouse is his castle.and why? Be
cause it is surrounded with a moat or Uciended bj
walls and ramparts? Mo. It might be a hut o
straw, tso winds might whistle through It, tin
raius might enter It, but the King himself couU
not. (Great applause.) 11 that was a good
doctrine for Engiisumen before onr Revolution li
it not go< d doctrine for Americans under our con
stituttoir ? (Cheers.) Now, the only way to amend
this obnoxious law is to abolish it altogether. (Ap
plause.) What Is the great plea lor It f Necessitynecessity,tho tyrant's only plea. Even our Districi
Attorney, on whose Judicial judgment it rested tc
say whether a prosecution should bo instituted
under the law, receives his share of the spoils.
And our present District Attorney went to Wash
ington the other day and told the commltteo o
congress that he could not see how the govern
ment could dispense with it. Well, li mnsi
be said that tho law was never thought
of till 18«33; and if tho government urn
people of this country could get alonji
harmoniously in the matter of revenno from thi
foundation oi the government until 1803 1 cuuuol
see how they cannot get on without it In the
luinre. The history of the passage oi that law is
we 1 known. The law never was passed with tht
knowledge of the people of the country.it was
what is vulgarly called a put-up job.a job put or
the merchants by Informers nnd Custom flouse
officers. (Applause.) The law was pushed in 18«a
when our great and glorious secretary of tht
Treasury that we had on I hat day was overwhelmed
with the terrible prospect before the country.
when the Hie of the nation was al
stake, and ho was anxiously devising the
means ol snccesslul rescue; then it was thai
the leading depredators on tho private rights and
pockets oi the merchants got up that law by the
aid oi revenue officials. Under tbeso considerationsthe law received the nominal, ir not the virtual,assent oi tie: Secretary ol the Treasury, and
the law passed Congress beiore any one knew thai
audi an oppressive clause was Incorporated in the
Revenue bill. Lord Chatham said that the most
oppressive and obnoxious of laws was that o
general warrants to enter a man's bouse and
search and seize, if they were to be lound, ul
papers or books or other articles that might be
used to testily against htm. Lord Chatham said
about the same tune that he did not hehevo
a man could be found or smtlcicnt profligacy
to advocate a law or that kind ; but 11 Lord
Chatham was with us to-aay he wonid not be disappointedla uis search lor such a man or anv
number 01 such men. (Applause.) I doubt if yon
can hnd a mau among any ot those men who receiveda moiety or percentage who will coincide
with Lord Chatham in that opinion. Rut, 110 matterwhether the law was constitutional or not, the
way In which It is administered in this cltv maker
It one of the most oppressive Instruments of wrong
and tyranny that were ever invented In a iree
countrv. Any honest merchant, ir you please.and
even In these times every merchant is presumed tu
lie honest until he is proved to be a rascal.any
honest merchunt who discharges a dishonest clerk
or disagreeable porter in his employment is subjectto the reveugelul feelings oi the discharged
cmployd. How shall he have his revenge ?.
that is the question. Ho turns his eyes immediatelyto tho moieties. He has been with his cut
ployor many years; knows all the contracts that
hnvu been made In the business ol the hoase:
knows all the secrets 01 the books ot tho firm; all
the little irrogularittca, all the technical giounde
of torfeiture; knows of some entries made
under an innocent mistake.some accidents
omission of some petty cuarge lor cartage, lor Insuranceor freight, and ne Hears ol Juyne, thai
great imperial informer. (Applause.) He under
stands that Jityrio has made several bargains
with other parties In his position, discarded
clerks, and so he goes to Jnyne's office or some
other special agent worthy ol the name ol Jayne(laughtcrand applause).and he says tonim, "How
much will 1 be allowed 11 1 give you some informs
Hon that wlU lead to largo forfeitures?" "Weil,'
savs the special agent, "what will be tbe size o
the lorletturer" "On," says the clerk, "1 can make
It as nig as you please." (Laughter and applause.)
And so they arrange lor a share of tho share of the
Informer. That is what Jayne meant when he
talked of the $280,000 that be had to divide wit!
others He tlnds out that on some importations foi
threo or lour years there Is a screw loose some
where.something left out that should be put In

Iraud Is Intended, but there is a chance lor u
stake and thov go lor It. (Laughter.) They wani
to get at me merchant's books and papers tc
search lor something to accuse hun. The law ct
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ables them to do this effectually. It Is the maxln
01 the law that do oue anuil be called on ft
accuse blmaeli; but that la Ignored by the law. anc
the seizure ol books and patera la made the instrumentof penalty and punislimeut. I he law
says mat the hooka and papers of the inerchaui
shall be seized and carried otr whenever it shall ap
pear to the satislaction 01 tbe Judge of the District
Court that a iraud has been committed. Then the
Judge cuu issue bis warrant to the Marshal ic
seize all the booka ana papers relating to the sup
posed fraud, bo they get up an affidavit.
Who swears to It? The discarded clerk f Ob, no
he lies back. About three out of the four.nine
out of tbe ten.or the affidavits una complaints upou
which these warrants are based have been Issued
by tbe hireling of tbe apodal agent of the Custom
House. Wnat does he know about It ol bis owe
knowledge? Nothing; absolutely nothing. What
doea he swearr He swears upon his imormatlun
and belief that be has reason to believe tnat John
Doe or Richard Roe has attempted to commit a
iruud upou the revenue aud that it relates to certainimportations, and that It is necessary to seize
the books and papers of tbe Importer.
That Is not wbut the law means, bad as It Is. Noi
at all. What tne law means is, it must be made
bv affidavit to aDDear. to the satisfaction of the
District Judge, that a iraurt has been committed.
Does the Distrtot Judge know anything more about
it because Jeyue or bis assistant swears he believesthat a iraud has been committed? ho. You
could not go to the City Hall and get an attachmentlarge enough to levy upon a pig upon
auoh an affidavit as that, (cheers.) You could
not get an order for the arrest 01 any honest white
man on such an affidavit as that. Hucn a Ian
as tout strikes at the very root of the
liberties oi the people. So oppressive and degrad!ing has the law become that a merchant
not long since said to me"ft Is cheaper to paj
(10,000, although not committing the sligutesi
offence, than to be compelled to spend turee 01
four weeks in the District Court to nave It deter
mined whether be was an honest man or a knave.'
1 say learlessly that this law is such a terrible
weapon of oppression that no free man should sub
nut to it lor a moment. (Applause.) Hut you arc
not without relief. Congress has already beet
reached, and 1 do not believe that there Is Custon
House influence enough on tne part or Iniormeri
or moietv hunters in congress to deleat the jus
demands ol the Chamber oi Commerce. (Applause.;

Sl'EKCU OK W. B. BAKBOUli.
The President then Introduced Mr. Barbour

President or the Board of Trade of Paterson, N. J.
Mr. BABnouasaid:.Mr. President and gentlemen

I am glad to see among this large audieuce ol iner
chants and manufacturers so many of the vrcl
known mends of our llrm. I am glad to have at
opportuulty of meeting them here and explainlni
to them why lor so many long mouths we havi
been nnuble to deliver our merchandise to then
with the same regularity as wo had done forth
last twenty years. 1 need hardly give you, gentle
men, the story of the long list of oppression
and outrages practised upon us aud upoi
our manufacturing Interests by those shielded har
pies ol tne revenue laws. (Cheers.) Jhatsiory
have been induced to plaoo beiorc tbe public withii
the last week, and I have teen asked by man.
friends and acquaintances if that statement, loui
as it is, Is all true. 1 say to-night before yon tba
that statement Is true as gospel. (Cheers.) We ar
in a position to prove It. We bad been luducod b;
the bberal laws ol this country to come over witi
our flax machinery. We bad the mlsiortuue t
come over here with capital, machinery and sklllei
workmen. We made large Investments tn Patei
son, erected machinery and started oar eutei
prise. For seven years we went on uninterrupted!
and, in the development, we were considered t
have carried on a very energetic business entei
prise. Last year, gentleiueu, 1 think we were cullei
upon to nay local taxes to the amount oi (8,700.
have already stated how our trouble com
menced In tne Revenue Department. Wo di
not wait to have a warrant issued lor tne scizur
of our books and papers. We carried our book
down to tne Revenue Department. (Cueers.
We asked tbe officials to go carefully ttiroug
them to see ir they could detect any error, clcrrct
or otherwise, upon which to found a cliarg'

of fraud. We usked those ofllclals to >.
through our works and examine all th
ramifications ol our business, and see U they coul
substantiate any cUarge they might make aguins
our goods. It was or uo avail. 1 th.uk we ba
backbone and pluck, alter four teen loug month
ol a coutost with those revenue oillcers, and
woqm recommend auy importing firm to shov
the;r backbone and pluck. (Cheers.) I think th
best tiling any oue can do when these pleasan
gentlemen, the leveuue officers, como in, is t
Hand ttiem over your casUhox aud tell them t
help themselves. (Cheers.) It is right to rernoi
sirate against these proceedings. There ar
many large llvms whose uames I could repeat, an
with which the public are lauuliar, who hav
within the past i wo years ceased to keep a stoc
ofgouds here. They simply represent their bus
ness by samples, and deiivor their goods as the
arrive by each steamer. Ky this means they avoi
the risk 01 having their property seized and coi
flscated upon some imaginary charge or clcrlct
error. I have had some twenty years' experienc
in this city as an importer, aud I think th
merchants here presout will agree with me in sa:
ing that in the importing business there is ol necei
Blty a great number oi details. We lrequently re
cclve the invoice by the same steamer wmch brins
our goods. Tbero is generally a great hurt
in making up an invoice, and it is quite lmposs
ble lor merchants to be responsible lor every lttti
detail that enters into the making up of an invoic
or merchand'se. (Cheers.) You can easily sei
gentlemen, what nn immense temptation it is to
youug clerk or employe when he is ottered a larp
Drtuc as an Informer to get up a little trregulurii
or Bome clerical error so as to divide the spoil b.
twecn the Inlormer and the revenue officers. I d
not know, gentlemen, that I need sav anything I
von about ttie law. That matter lias been clearl

3 laid down by m.v friend on the right (Mr. Choate
, There Is one law, however, that I understand li
f well as any lawyer, and that Is the law of rlgl

and wrong.(cheers).and 1 think that If a la
t exists to-day which permits those revenue offlcei
3 to march into our counting houses and take awa
i our books and papers, the sooner all merchuni

turn round and stare such a law square in th
. face the better. (Cheers.) The sooner we stun
. together, shoulder to shoulder, tn deience of on

r rights tne sooner we will be sale. (Cheers.
, There Is one thing merchants prize, even abov

their books, papers, money or property -that ii
i their good name and reputation. (Cheers.)
. should like to know what Inducement can be hel
. out to foreign capitalists to Invest in developm
r the resources of the country ? (Cheers.) A mei
( chant wishes to hand down to posterity the hone.'
, reputation oi a lifetime, unit was this to be hlclic
| away iroui him by the government that be ma
I have done much to uphold and maintain? (Cheers.

] PrKKCU OF JACKSON S. SCHULTZ.
Mr. Jackson 8. Schultz was the next speakei

I He said that the reveuue officers of tlilsdistric
hBd charged the merchants of Now York w.t

. petit larceny, with bribery, with having In:
c properly influenced public officers and with lia\
, ing deprived the public treasury of Its duo. Tba
I was the Indictment. Were they guilty or no

guilty? He had put In the plea lor them at Wasl:
1 Ington that they were not guilty. (Cheers.) The
( should not allow statements to go to Wast
. ington without the antidote. He read a lctte
t irom Mr. U. 11. Clafliu, stating that some change
s should be made In the Revenue laws, though som
j houses hud been led into trouble irom the perplex
. ing character of the tariff. lie replied to tha
| note, culling attention to irregularities at a cei
t lain lormer lime, abont four or live years ago, am

to tuts came a reply, stuting that they hud som
j correspondence with the secretary of t he Treasury
, That was all that Phelps, Dodge A Co. dlu. Itbega
, ana ended with a correspondence. When Mr
i Clafliu stated that he never had any trouble li
s regard to the Kevcuue laws he was mistaken

Tiie land freight on goods should i>e added to th
1 cost of them, and when Mr. Clatlin went down t
[ the Custom House and was told he must pay hi

did pay. That was beiore Mr. Juyno and his rcigi
; of terror begun. If this had occurred in Jayne'
j time Mr. Clafltn's books would havo been takei
I down to the Calcutta lilackholc In the custor

House, and li this had been done to him he proba
biy would have acted more In unison with lilsielioi
citizens and merchants. (Cheers.) Cnder th
administration oi Jayne Mr. Clatlin's importation

1 probably would havo subjected him to trouble. Ii
; 1865 an order catnc ironi Washington to seize th
s books and papers of a most respectable merchRii
; in this city, the special agent sent lor a youm
r man who had hcon in the employment ol this uiei
I chant, and on hearing what this person had to sa.
[ It was replied that the government of this greii
, noun try could not afford to go into so small am

mean a business, (cheers.) That great merchan
was A. T. Stewart. (Cheers.) The speaker rc
ferred in severe terms to Jayne, who, he said
hud 110 objection to seize letters am
private papers, even the letters of ladles. (Cheers,lie went on to show thut Woodward, Robinson I
Co. did not intend to do any wrong. Jayne admit
ted to the committee or the House that he had take
$50,000 Horn this tlrm, and the statement enrage
one of the committee so much that he (Mi
Schultz) thought be would have broken Jayne'other leg and Dung him out of the wludow
(Cheers.) Jnync was the direct agent ol the got
eminent, superior to the Collector of the J-ort
and could they iinaglue any terrorism greater tun
that of Jayne holding liandcniTs bclore u wltueai
and telling him to declare the whole truth?

The possibility of a new issue of inconverlibi
paper i regard with amazement ami anxiety, ami

in my judgment, sucii an issue icoukl be a detri
meni and a shame..Charles Sciineii.

FATAL RESULT OF A BROOKLYN FRACAS
Death of Slgusiutind from the Riot* of

Stone.
Jacoh Stgnsmund died at the Long Island Colleg

Hospital at an early hour yesterduv morning iroi
the effects 01 a fracture of the skull by u blow iroi
a paving stono thrown by a boy in the street, a
detailed In the Hkkald some days ago. The ston
struck hlin on the left shlc of the head, knockui
hint senseless to the sidewalk. The brother of th
prostrate man procured assistance and had hti
removed to his nomo in the vicinity. A few day
after ne was taken to the hospital, where he wu
trepanned, and iragments of the skuil which ha
been pressing upon the brain were r<
moved, affording the patient great reiu
and restoring consciousness, which he r<
tallied lor two days, or up to wlthia flv
dais before his death. The assailant Crowe, wh
la only seventeen rears of age, wasariested lnt
week and arraigned belore Justice Del mar, wh
committed him to Jail. Deceased was ahoii
twenty-flvo years old, a native of Germany and
baker by trade. A post-mortem examination wl
be made and the imiucst bcid to-dav.
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WASHINGTON.
Prospect of a Vote on Finance in

the Senate To-Day.

LOUISIANA'S CREDITORS

Doublo Taxation in the
District of Columbia.

Washington, March 26, 1874.
Vlaaace In the Senate and InterstateTransportation In the House.
Gloomy Prospect for the Latter
Measure.
iu mc oouBit) me nuance uuesuon was resumed

in a lengthy and able speech by senator Bayard, of
Delaware, strongly protesting against an Increase

, of the currency circulation and urgently advoreating a specie basis system of national money ob'ligations. Senator Conkllng was again brought to
'

bis leet to make a legal defence of Secretary
r Richardson, in which the Senator most positively
\ contended that the issuing of the forty-four million

reserve was proper aua Justifiable. Senator sher'man, who does not take this view of the caso,
J came Into the discussion, and contended that the
j Secretary was unauthorized in law or lu tho luten*
i tlon of Congress In delegating power to him.

| The bill to regulate commerce by railroads
t among the several States, which has been a fruit)ful theme lor several weeks past, was brought to

a vote In the House this aiternoon on ordering the
' main question. Tne yeas were 13i» and tne nays
, 90. Mr. Nlblack. of Indiana, moved that the bill

j lie on the table, which was lost by yeas 92, nays
i 129. The nour for adjournment had arrived and
g all lurther effort to get a final vote was useless.
® When that vote Is taken It will be very close, with
a the chances against its pasiage. The democrats

voted solidly against the bill, with many or the
" leading republicans. Even if the bill passes tho
- House the Senate will certainly reconstruct It or
I never act upon it at ail.
* Probable Passage of tbc 9-100,000,000
lr Amendment to the Currency 1IIII by
1 tbe Senate.

(® The report of the meeting held in New York last
n night to protest against turther inflation, has
° been a source of ensual remark without the accompanimentof any serious consideration. Tho
- speeches ofsome of the participants provoked laughytcr among the inflationists, especially those made

by parttes who importuned the President and the
4 Secretary of the Treasury, on one Sunday at tho
I A n/vnt,n D.k.l A 1 a. 1 1 -»

^ rum ATCUUC IIUIUI, IU itjt xuu»tj IUO wnuie ui IUU

ij forty-four million reserve, and thus help avert, as
e they argnei^the panic of last tall. It may be
* truly Baid that the petitions and resoluntlons offered In the Senate for and against
il Inflation have not the slightest influence upm the

q Senators one way or another. The determination
e to lnfluto Is as fixed In the Senate as In the House,

and It Is expected that to-ntorrow a vote will bo
^ taken fixing tho legal teuder circulation at
3 $400,000,000.
' A Bill to Authorize United States Clr0cult Courts to Issue 'Writs of Ulan,
it dumus.V Measure to Relieve tho CredJjitors of liouisiaua.
i. Mr. Cox to-day Introduced a bill In tho Efonse to
o authorize tho Circuit Courts of the United States

0 to issue writs of mandamus In certain cases. This
k Is In the Interest of tho Louisiana bondholders,
I* who are anxious to prevent the spoliation and

J confiscation of their moneys by reason of tho soi-called Funding bill of Louisiana. Under tho deci*1sion in Graham vs. Norton, 15 Wallace. 42?, tho
'® courts of tho Uulted States have at present no

it- power to Issue writs of mandamus. Tho petition
J- of those aggrieved, headed by Morgan, Seilgman,

Ac., Ac., ^liows the total lunacd and unfunded
y debt of Louisiana to be $24,283,886. The annual

^ interest Is |l,493,?58.
!0 Proposed Means of Paying the District
C, School Teachers Their Salaries.Taxing
* the Cltii ns Twice for the Same Object.
y The bh'; ) Aing appropriation for tho payment
c- of the teachers in the public schools In the District

of Columbia provides also that the government
ly of the District of Columbia shall reimburse the
) United States by collecting a tax to an amount

eqnal to that appropriated, $97,740, Upon personal
w property, Including banks and other corpora'stlons. In other words, for tne privitoge or en3Joying a loan irom the government the citizens of
o the District are to bo taxed twice. Tho bill Is
<1 likely to be defeated In the Senate, as property
J owners do not like the Idea of heitig compelled to
a bear tho burdens of the bankrupt District govern'ment.
(l The Louisiana Contested Election Case.
g The Committee on Elections have finished the
r* examination of the case of Plnchback against
'(l Sheridan for the seat irom Louisiana, and It Is unyderstood will report next week that tho record
) evidence on which both claimants rest their rerspectivc cases has not enabled the committee to
t decide between tlicra.
11 Proposed Modifications of the Customs

Revenue Laws,
it Mr. K. H. Roberts has recently presented to tho
* Committee on Wars ana Means three bills to
y amend the existing laws in regard to moieties to
i- lulimners, seizures of books and papers, and what

J! Is technically known as damage allowances. It Is
0 understood that the bills have beon prepared In and

represent the views or the Treasury Department.
} They havo not yet been considered by the comdmltteo, bnt it is very likely that their general prineciples will receive the approval of tho committee,

and that somo such measures will be reported to
the House before long.
The Kxtradltion Treaty with Bcaatlor
' Officially Proclaimed.

o The Extradition treaty bet ween the United States
B and Ecuador bas been officially proclaimed, ana is

to continue in force ten years,
a Outfits of Clothing for Knllstlng Sea11men.Petition of the Officers of the

y Worth Atlantic Sqnadron.
c A very interesting memorial was sent by Secrcstary Robeson to-day to the Naval Committee ol the
e House. It is a letter signed by every officer of the
t Wabash, Concress, Franklin, Brooklyn, Juniata,
* Dictator, Mahopac, Tlconderoga, Oust pee, Kansas,
v ].ancaster, Shenandoah, CauanUatgua and Pawnee,
t vessels of the United States Navy which comprise
| the North Atlantic squadron, asking that an outfit
;. of clothing shall be allowed to our seamen. It will
l. be remembered that tho Hon. Leonard Myers'
'J bill for the outfit was reported by hlra from the
t Committee on Naval Affairs, and is now on the
- calendar, und this indorsement of the

[} justice of the measure will no doubt materially
. aid its passage. Rear Admiral A. Ludlow Case,
s commanding the fleet, forwarded this petition,

urging the graut of tho outfit In a letter of great
t, lorce, and Secretary Robeson warmly approves
n the bill. Soldiers^»na marines arc allowed their
' clothing, but In the navy its cost Is deducted from

the seaman's pnv. causing much dissatistaction
fc and frequent desertions. The passage of Mr.
f, Myers' bill will not only bo Just to the sailor but

will aid the efficiency of the navy.
Woman's Rights on the Briny Drop and

in Marine Registers.
Thd sirv nf tho Troaaurv tlfiflilAH tliftt in

j J .

case where a woman Is owner of a yacht thero is

nothing in the laws of the Uulted Slates which can

prevent her from being named in tho marine
'® papers as the master thereof.

THE FINANCIAL FEVER.
e
* .

c The Senate Approaching a Vole on the
" Kquallziitlon Bill.The Status of the
* 914,000,000 Reserve.ft'o Resumption
d Without Contraction.An Amendment

;j Fixing the Volume of Currency at
>. 9100,000,000.Pertinent Questions.

cWAsniNOTON, March 25, 1374.
The Senate did little else of Importance to-dni

o than to discuss the financial question. Severa
" petitions from merchants relating thereto were

p read.
Mr. Morion", (rep.) of Jnd., presented a memo-

E SHEET.
rial of the iron, coal and other companion of Ohio,
atatioir that busmess there la in a atato of aiairoationon account of an insuflleient volume of currency,au asking that the aame be increased and
free banking be authorized. Uelerrea to the Committeeon Finance.
Mr. Mokton said the memorial was signed by

fifty-one dims, ami, aa the Senators from Oblo had
not beard of the petitions for more currency lrom
that State, he desired to can their attention to
tlua. He also presented resolutions for more cur-
ICUIJ UJ u >lt>K« uiccLIIlg UI UUHineHM 11100
at Indianapolis, lud. lteferred to tne Committee
on Finance.
Mr. Fkkrt, (rep.) or Mich., said a few days

ago he had the honor to present a memorial for
more currency from merchants of New York, and
one of the papers of that city bad been pieus.'d to
question the (act of the petition being genuine,
lie felt thanxful to some of the New York papers
for publishing the memorial In full and vludicattug
him.
Mr. Logan, (rep.) of 111., presented a petition

of 184 business men of New York for an Increase
In the volume of the currency. It waa referred to
the Finance Committee.
The morning hour having expired the Senate

resumed the consideration of the bill to provide
lor the redemption aud reissue of United States
notes, aud lor iroe banking.

amendments.
Mr. Senriiz, (lib.) of Mo., moved to amend

the llrst section of the bill by striking out "eightytwo"aua inserting "lllty-slx," so tunc tne maximumlimit of ho United States notes should be
$ho0,000,bo0, instead ot iab2.ooo,ou0 as hxed by the
bill.
Mr. vVnioHT, (rep.) or Iowa, gave notice that he

would offer an amendment to strike out the whole
01 the ffrst section of the bill, and insert a section
providing that the amount of United states notes
for circulation be Hxed at $ioo,ouo,ooj.
Mr. ScHi'KZ argued against legalizing the portionoi the $44,ooo,ooo reserve now iu circulation,

and said that it had been the intention oi Congress
to retire mat reserve, aud more was uo authority
lor Its reissue.
Mr. llAY.wto, (dem.) of Pel., opposed any increase

of irredeemable paper money, lie read Irom the
Journal oi Congress of December, isob, where the
Senator from Michigan (sir. Furry), then a memberoi the Uousc oi Keprcseututives, voted lor contraction.
Mr. Ferry. of Michigan, said ho did so vote then,

having yielded his judgment to that of the Secretaryoi the Treasury, lie alterwards saw tuo lody
ol contraction aud voted to arrest it.
no specie resumption without contraction.
Mr. Bayard said whether the road io specie paymentbe hard or easy it must be travelled. Me did

i\ot mean to say that by contraction alone could
specie payment be reached, but it could never be
rcacucd without contraction. Ho would never
Rive his vote for any bill which proposed to Increasethe curreucv. As to the'reissue or part ol
tne $44,ooo,otio reserve It wus wit lout ibe authority
oi law, and lie could not vote lor :408a,000,000 groenIback circulation provided lor by this bill, as it legalizedthat Issue. liea.gued that it was a Rross nun1noiuer to style any portion oI the greenbacks
which had been retired as reserves.
Mr. frblinohuyskn, (rep.) of N. j., said he did

not understand that any uart ot the $44,ooo.ooo had
been caucelled or destroyed. The whole amount had
been withdrawn in the nature of a reserve by sc>
rotary McCulloch. The law meant that tlieyshould bo retired and ro Into a reserve.
Mr. kayard suld there was no question npon

which tUcre could not be a diiTerence 01 opinion,and now that the Secretary or the Treasury was
Insure straits lor the justillcaiiou ot his illegal
action. It was to be expected that there would bo
those who would side with him. lie (Mr. Bayard)
argued that there was but ouo fund which ever
could be c.lied u reserve mud, and that amounted
to $u0,oov,ooo, and had long since passed out ol
existence.

.secretary richardson defended.
Mr. Conkun j, (iep.) of n. y., read ironi the debatesof Congress to show that, the Secretary of

the Treasury was periecily Justilied 111 placing theconstructloii 011 the law which ho did, and his
action in reissuing a portion of that rescrvo was
not in violation 01 law. The oinisslou to ueclurc in
the law that the Secretary of the treasury should
not reissue the money enabled him to construo
the law as comerring the right upon him to reissue
it. The argument made by the genilemau hour
Ohio (Mr. Sherman), a few days ago, that the provisionMrDidding the reissue was not put in be,cause it was not deeiucu advisable to send the bill
back to the House iell to the ground, as the bill
W.ia UIUUUUUU 1U uwu nujs UllU WUUl IIUCN lO UiO
House.
Mr. Sherman, (rep.) of Ohio, said this legal discussionas to tue right of tho Secretary to issue too

reserve was a loss of time. The notes had been
issued aud tno government was responsible lor
them. Them was good ground Jor diilerenco of
opinion on the subject, but he hoped it would not
be discussed now.

1'rutinent questions.
Mr. Scott, (rep,) 01 Pa., said after all the disensslonon this subject, and haviug heard all the financialtheories irom the time ot Marco l'olo down to

Atuaaa Walker rehearsed here, he utterly de>spalred of throwing a single ray of light on thu
. subject. It Was not his purpose to discuss the

financial problem generally, but there were three
Questions which he would reler to.llrat, how
aud wheu Is the pledge continued In the act ot
1869 to be redeemed t second, what character ot
currency shall Congress iuruish the people ot the
t'nlted States t Third, what quantity of that currencyshall oe issued 1
He said with either one of these questions un[settled business would be unsettled. No sane

man would say that the government could enter
upon specie payment immediately, and as gold
could not be giveu for notes he would redeem
them In bonds oi the government, which to-day
are as good as gold. No financial system could lie
devised which would preveut pauics. As to the
chancier of the curreucy to be furnished the
people, he desired to see currency redeemable in
gold. He believed thore could be a paper currency
brought to par li it be redeemed in gold or bouds.
That currency should be founded on the national
laith. Before concluding his remarks Mr. Scott
yielded io Mr. Schurz lor a motion that the Senate
proceed to the consideration oi executive business.

tiib vote to bb taken to-day.
Mr. Sherman gave notice that to-morrow he

would asK tue Senate to remain tn se-sion until
two or three decisive votes on the Financial bill
should be reached.
Mr. Looan hoped thero would be an agreement

entered into now to commence voting to-inorrow
afternoon at half-past two o'clock. If the time be
fixed Senators would theu be present.
Mr. Sherman submitted resolutions providing

that alter half-past two o'clock to-morrow afternoonspeeches on the Financial bill bo limited to
ten minutes each.
Mr. Bayard objected. IIo said he did not desire

to see such a rule udoptcd. There was a principle
agaiust limiting debate upon a siibiect like this.
Were It upon an appropriation bill, involving no
important principles, he would not object. Jlo
hoped the Senate of the lulled States would be
the one place left In the country where the debate
should be ieit to the entire discretion of the membersof the body.
Mr. Sherman gave notice that to-morrow he

wonld ask the senate to pass the resolution.
The motion or Mr. Scaurs to go into executive

session was agreed to.
______

The possibility of a neto issue of Inconvertible
jiuptri i icyui u wiiit u»iu<r'wu unu umcutiu, una,
in myJudgment, such an issue would be a detrimentand a shame..Charles Buhner.

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Tcsdmony Regarding the Contracts for
Paving Streets In Washington City.
The Old and the Sow Government.

Washington, March 25, 1874.
At the meeting of the District of Columbia InvestigatingCommittee this morning John Collins

testified that ho had laid sewers, raised honscs
and done parking and other public work for the
Board of Public Works amounting to about $100,000
without any contract, except that about three
weeks ago lie signed a contract and gave a bond,
both dated back to Heptember 17, ls72, lor the
falthlul periormnncc of certain work amounting
to less than $1,000, all of which was done and paid
tor flfteon months previously.
Ex-Mnyor Ilowcn, called by the memorialists,

testilled that the Board had taken away lroin his
property certain pavement, bricks and iron railing,and that the District Assessor had reinsed to
allow 111 in credit for this old niaterl.il lor the reasonassigned that a certificate had been issued
agulnst ins property lor the entire cost of tho inv

Srovciucnt*. Muik-cqucut.lv, however, ho had paid
is bill, with interest thereon, and was allowed

credit lor the old material, but no Interest on Itvalue.Neither had he yet received the certiflenti
wtilch the Assessor said had becu issued ogmnsi
his property.
Counsel for the District authorities at this point

stuted to the committee that, no certificate has
ever been iRsued against the property of witness.
A recess was hero taken.
on the reassembling of the committee Mr. Christie,for the memorialists, moved for leave to file

a precept lor a number of witnesses from a distance.The reason lor tho motion was an expectationto prove the leading facts alleged by tho
memorialists in their charges. Tho motion was
tiled.

8. J. Bowcn, ex-Mayor of Washington, recalled,
testtfled as lollows:.The average price paid by
tho old corporation for grading was sixteen cents
per\urd, and each contract contained a clause

t directing that tno earth removed suould be depositedwherever tno commissioners of the sov1eral awards should direct, tho understanding beingthat such carta should be ready for Oiling the
streets requiring to be filled.
Peter AlcNamara testified that he is an old con'tractor; was a largo contractor uuder the old

corporation; contracts under Howen and Kraeiy
were not uniiormly let to tno lowest bidder; the
prico lor grading was about eighteen or twenty
rents per yard, and It was tho universal custom
of the centractors to use the earth taken irou tha

. I
cxciTitlou to Oil lots owne<1 by private parties,for which they got very good pay; the witness
stated that the price for grading under the Moard
is forty cents per yard lor old gravelled street and
thirty eenta per yard for all o.her grading, the
contractor being compelled in ail cases to deposit
the earth In the streets necessary to he Oiled: the
witness would prefer to grade the streets on the
basis of the old corporation contracts to the basis
established by the Board 01 Public Works.

77ls possibility of a new issue of Inconvertible
paper I regard with amazement ana anxiety, and,
in my Judgment, such an issue would be a detrimentand a shame..Chaki.es simnek.

SANBORN'S "COLLECTIONS.'
The Bevesue Office "Assist" Him.DistrictAttorney Bliss Admits Receiving
Perquisites Under the Contract.The
urc#i Mnoorn uu me si»na.tuc committeeof Way* uml Means Refuse to
Listen to Restricted Statement Ann
Iliw.

Washington, March 26,1874.
The Committee on Ways anil Means (rave another

hearing to-day tn the matter of ttie Sanborn contracts.Mr. Bliss, united states District Attorney
for the Southern district of New York, made a detailedstatement as to the connection of lus ofllco
with the collection or the claims under Sanborn,
and parrle l with a great deal or dexterity the attemptsmade by various members of the committee
to obtain an adrnis ion trorn hnn that the contract
was made In bad policy and was unnecessary. He
said t pat with the lights now before hint he would
Dot now make a contract; but that at tne time it
was made It was apparent that whatever should
reach the Treasury under it was so much clear
pain. He admitted virtually, however, that the
great discovery made by Sanborn, the key of the
whole position, was the obtaining from iho Surrogate'soillce of the list of estates which wore subjectto the legacy and succession tax. lie characterizedthat Use as a scoop net, from the contents
of which the big flsh, th^-estates. talilch had not

actually paid the tax, afterwards silted out

by comparison with the records of the Internal
Revenue Collector's oitlce. There was no reason

why the regular officers of the government could
not have obtained the same Information, but it.
was like the egg of Columbus, whicb anybody
might make stand on end ulter he saw how it was
done. He expressed ids belief mat the $84,000 collectedtn New York under the Sanborn contract
would never have been collected through the regularinstrumentalities of the got eminent. It could
have been, perhaps, but It would not have been.

T1IJS DISTRICT ATCOKSEY'S l'KliqUISITEV.
On being questioned by Mr. NiblacK In relerence

to his own live per cent on Hie amount collected,
he iustittevi his course by saying that ir, with the
conseutof his superior, he could at any time get
money lor rendering services uot lorutdden bv
law he was very glad to get it, and he thought
that everybody else would be, except, perhaps,
members of Congress.

Mr. SRomck. said:."Judge Noah Davjs testified
bPiore us Chut he declined tne same oiler."
Mr. Bliss.I do not know whether ne testified It

or not.
Mr. Nlblack.He stated It bofore the committee.
Mr. Biiss.1 am content to have my position iiu l

that of Judge Noah Davis as tliey now stand beIlore tne country relatively Judged.
Solicitor liuuttvld followed Mr. Bliss. He ap'pcared, he said, not in the interest of Sanborn, or

any otner contractor, but at the request or the
secretary ol the Treasury, to explain tun relation
of the dejiartment to tins contract question. ApipilextVaw h>t contracts to coJject del ta due the
governu eat U«ui been niude us early as ls«9, and,
aituougb tUetyecretary aud the Solicitor were not
lavorauiy disposed t the system, contracts wero
given tosercru! parties at raves ol commission
varying iroin twenty to 0,iy per cent on the
amounts Vt Ui collected, t lie contractors to pay all
thu expenses; but the invariable result had been ,
time nothing; was, collected; at ail events, that the
government got no filing. ltie sjsteiu was abrogated.aavd w its not resumed until tue passage oi
the law under winch the Sanborn contract was
given, ana less care was taken io limit the commissionunder tout couiract than there would
have '.ecu n it lmd been supposed that auychiug
would be collected. The SSulicitor was

811 alii'ly CIlOSS-QVKStWSEO
by Mr. Reck, as to why internal Revenue CommissionerDouglass was not called into consultation
by the .Secretary aud the Solicitor when they undertookto carry the law into edcct, and also as
to what authority he had to write loiters lo internalRevenue oitlccrs, directing them to aid San|born when the law required that he should aid
them. To the first question lus reily waB that
ine law rcierrea to aems wunneia' auu uot
particularly to internal revenue matters, and to
tue wcdDfl th»t the Idea of saaisteade wss that it %
stiouid tic mutual, and tliat Sanborn could not very
well assist the regular officers uuiess they were
willinn to assist linn, in reply to a question oj
Mr. Mtioldou, tno Solicitor said lie bad no knowledge,D lie/ or suspicion tbut any officer of the
government bad received or expected to receive
any thing in any way from ilio sauboru contract.

TliE (liti:AT SANDOUN IN THE LIFE,
After the examination of Mr. lianUeld was con!eluded Mr. Jobu 1). Sanborn btruseli came before

the committee, bur, instead o» proceeding with his
statement, be said that be bad within the last
twenty-lour hours been advised by Ills counsel
that. In view of the Indictment pending against
Inm in Brooklyn charging linn witu collusion witn
revenue officers to defraud the government, it
would be injudicious lor him to make tiic lull
statement which lie had been ready and willing to
make. Be was ready, however, (o give to tlie
committee such general mloruiutlon on the subjectas lie possessed.

lie was lnlormed by the Chairman and other
members or the Committee that the Committee
could uot sit ami listen to any partial statement;
that he was i rescut not by order of the committee
but of his own volition, and in accordance
with his own request in order that he might make
a mil and lair statement oi all the circumstances
eounected with his contract. If he was not pre
pared to do that aud to answer such questions as
the Committee might desire to put to mm t he Com
mlttce would decline to listen to any partial or restrictedstatement.

Mr. Sanborn's counsel (Mr. Woodbrldge. of Vermont),justliled the position taken by Ins client,
although he expressed His belief that noimuu
which fcanborn could say could prejudice his cu--e;
but still, out of caution, be thought it better 101
lilin not to submit himself lo the examination ol
the committee. lie alluded to tue luct that there
was a gentleman present ^understood to be an AssistantDistrict Attorney from Brooklyn] watching
to take advantage of uuyttuug that Sanborn might
say.

i ho npshot of all this parley was that the committeeadjourned without any decision whether
Niuborn should or should not be made a witness.

BOOK TRADE SALE.
Second Uny'i Sale.

Considerable surprise was manifested by the attendantson the trade sale now going on at the
Trade Salesrooms ol Messrs. Oeorgc A. Leavltt M
Co., Clinton Hall, on accouut ol the large prices
obtained lor tne publications of Messrs. D. Appleton.V Co., whose Invoice Inaugurated the sale on

Tuesday. Thlshous w as represented on the stand
by Mr. Walter S. Appleten, and it was due to his
exertions that the books ol this firm were so
caaerlv sought for. It would be Invidious to make

any particular mention of ttie offerings by this
Arm. Sufficient to say that their lineB embraced
scientific, medical, educational and classic works,
ruling as standard among the trade. Their Invoicebrought over $ij,ooo.

Yesterday's sale was commenced wtth tne Invoiceof Messrs. Kates A Lauriat, of Boston, consistingof historical, botanical und standard works,
varying from twenty-five cents to $75 eacii. This
wasiolloweu by the contribution 01 Mr. William J.
Widdloton, o( New York., comprising choice ciaasice,histories and other works. Messrs. Little,
Brown A Co., of Boston, followed next on the catalogue,wlfh a fine selection 01 various publications,
all or their own muuulacture.
Messrs. William Wood A Co.. of New York, had a

fnll line 01 medical and scientific works. On
ttielr school books a perfect raid occurred. Ol
"Brown's First Lines of Kngllsh Urummar." Invoicedat 250 copies, over 5,<kw volumes wore Bold
at lull prices.
Hlnton A Co., of New York, had a small invoice

or selected publications, whicn sold well up to the
regular prices,
Ureat interest was manifested in the invoice ol

Messrs. Lee A Shepurd, of Boston. A raid was
made on tho "Oilier optic" series.

' Kohert Colyer's works sold well. F.lijah Kel.logg s works, Mrs. Madeline Leslie's books,
"Little canary" series, "Sophie May'-" books.
"iiotty Dimple" stories, "Little Prudy" stories,
"itosa Abbott's" stories, "Sunnybank" stories,
"Springdale" stories, "llousehuld Series of StandardWorks," the "Musical beries," "Twfltght
.stones," Professor Towusond's works, "Vacation
Btory books," catos A Woodward's "Knoyclopiroia
ol Dates" at $16, $18, and $28 per volume. "New
Handy Books" ami new publications lor the spring
ot 1874, besides other standard works, sold fully up
to the lines and regular prices.
Charles Desllvur, ol Philadelphia; Ma«on, Raket

A Pratt, of New York; U. W. Fisher, Bochester, N.
Y.; Claxton, Bemscn A llaielfltiacr, of Philadelphia.and A. J. lloliuan A Co., or Philadelphia, each
had good invoices In yesterday's sales, which
throughout brongnt full prices. Miessrs. J. K. Prati
and William h. Leavitt were the auctioneersul
tho s.ile.

lo-aay's offtrlnff* commence with a fine Invoice
of Knfcliflh works contrtbutea Djr Messrs. Scribner,
Wellord A Armstrong.
Th* possibility of a new tssue of Ivcovrertihlt

paim I regard with amazement ana anxiety, and
in my Judgment, stieh an Issue would be a detrimentand a shame..CUAtti-Es Sumkeiu

I


